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The East Side Highway (ESH) 
Environmental Assessment (EA) is a 
transportation document administered 
by the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT), and McLean 
County.  The purpose of the study is to 
evaluate a transportation improvement 
east of Bloomington-Normal between 
I-74 and I-55.  The improvement will 
meet the local transportation needs of 
the continued growth on the east side of 
the Bloomington-Normal metropolitan 
area, and will also serve regional travel.   
During the course of the study, over 129 
alternatives have been developed and 
evaluated.  The alternatives were screened 
during the alternative evaluation process, 
and the Preferred Alternative was 
selected in September 2013. A map and 

rendering of the Preferred Alternative 
are shown on page 3 of this newsletter.

In addition to the map and rendering of 
the Preferred Alternative, this newsletter 
contains updates of recent project 
activities, and identifies next steps in 
the study process.  The newsletter is 
a way to keep stakeholders informed 
of the project’s progress.  Newsletters 
are sent periodically throughout the 
project; for more detailed and up-to-
date information please visit the project 
website at www.eastsidehighway.com.  If 
you do not have access to the internet 
and would like additional project 
information discussed in the newsletter, 
please call (217) 373-8901.

Project Overview

Public Involvement Update and Public 
Hearing

East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
125 West Church Street
Champaign, IL 61820

Phone: 217-373-8901
E-mail: ESHEA@clarkdietz.com

Since the beginning of the project in 
2009, five Public Information Meetings 
(PIMs) have been held. The fifth PIM 
was held in June 2013 to present the 
results of the Environmental Assessment 
Analysis and to seek input on the two 
remaining alternatives. A summary of 
the public comments received after PIM 
#5 and the recommended Preferred 
Alternative were presented to the 
Federal and State resource agencies on 
November 14, 2013. At the meeting, 
the project team asked the agencies to 
grant concurrence on the Preferred 
Alternative.   Concurrence means that 
the agencies agree that information is 
adequate, the analysis is defendable, and 
that the project can be advanced to the 

next stage of development.  The agencies 
agree not to revisit the previous steps 
unless conditions change.  Concurrence 
was received from all of the agencies. A 
map of the Preferred Alternative is found 
on page 3.

A Public Hearing will be held in the fall 
of 2014 to present the environmental 
assessment document and seek public 
input. Comments received during the 
Public Hearing comment period will be 
summarized and included in the final 
ESH EA document. The current status of 
the EA is discussed in more detail on the 
following page.
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Environmental Resources Corner
To enhance the sustainability of the ESH project sustainable features have 
been incorporated into the preliminary ESH design. Highlights include:

• Creating a shared use path for pedestrians and bicyclists parallel to 
the ESH, extending between US Route 150 and US Route 66.

• Planting landscaping, vegetation, and trees along the ESH to improve 
the visual environment and provide environmental benefits.

• Using sustainable best management practices to control highway 
runoff and stormwater. These include:

 – Filter or vegetative strips filter and slow runoff from storm 
sewers or ditches prior to discharge to a stream to reduce 
erosion. 

 – Natural bottom culverts are partially buried in water to allow 
for fish passage and preserve the natural streambed.

 – Bioswales are densely vegetated drainage ways with 
permeable soils that collect and slow runoff, which facilitates 
sedimentation and infiltration while limiting erosion and 
increasing pollutant removal.

 – Two-stage ditches are designed to slow runoff, improve 
channel stability, reduce sediment and nutrient loading in the 
stream, and also provide additional habitat.

A natural bottom culvert was installed to restore 
spawning access for brook trout in Beaver Creek of the 
Shavers Fork River (Photo provided by West Virginia 
Division of Natural Resources, 2011).

Two stage ditch diagram from www.nature.org.
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Preliminary Environmental Assessment
The project team is currently preparing the ESH EA document to examine the 
potential environmental effects of the proposed alternatives and identify measures 
to mitigate adverse effects.  The report summarizes the alternatives analysis 
and the selection of the Preferred Alternative. The project team anticipates the 
completion of the ESH EA in the fall of 2014 and will post the final document on 
the project website.

Recent Technical Work
Development continues on the preliminary design since the selection of the 
Preferred Alternative. Our structural, drainage and roadway engineers have been 
refining the design brought forward from the Alternatives Analysis to determine 
to a greater degree the potential environmental impacts of the proposed 
improvement.  Additionally, several reports and engineering studies will be 
completed in the coming months for technical review by the FHWA, IDOT and 
McLean County.

DRAINAGE
In preparation of completing the Location Drainage Study (LDS), our drainage engineers have completed the hydraulic 
model of each of the waterways in the project area. Analysis was completed on the Kickapoo and Money Creeks as well as 
dozens of smaller streams. Design of the proposed roadway crossings (bridges and culverts) is ongoing and a completed 
model of the proposed conditions is anticipated soon. The proposed model will assist review agencies in their assessment of 
the design to show only allowable impacts to the existing conditions.

STRUCTURES
ESH will be a limited access highway with grade separations or interchanges at each of the roadway crossings. Additionally, 
major waterway crossings will require bridges. Our structural engineers have identified each of these locations and have 
completed the preliminary design and layout for each proposed structure. In addition, a geotechnical (soils) report is 
required to design the foundations. As some of you may have noticed, we have begun collecting soil samples in the area to 
assist our design.

ROADWAY
With the selection of the Preferred Alternative our roadway engineers and technicians developed more in-depth geometric 
and operational details for the proposed improvement. The details are presented in the form of an Interchange Design 
Study (IDS). Interchanges are included at I-74, Illinois Route 150, Cheneys Grove Road, Ireland Grove Road, Empire Street, 
General Electric Road, Fort Jesse Road, Towanda Barnes Road north crossing and I-55. The first of the studies are complete 
and the rest will be developed and submitted in the coming months.

TRAFFIC
In 2012 Mclean County updated the Long Range Transportation Plan for the county. The plan identified several significant 
future infrastructure improvements throughout the county including the proposed ESH. Working with the County, City 
of Bloomington and Town of Normal, our traffic engineers reviewed the updated plan and adjusted the design year Traffic 
Demand Model for ESH. Updates to the model were completed and new projected Design Year 2035 traffic volumes were 
developed. The overall changes were minor since most of the major improvements were already included in the previous 
long range plan. The findings remained consistent with the earlier model, but it was important to make the model as accurate 
as the available data allows.

Rendering of the Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative is a four-lane freeway with a 39-foot grass median and limited access.

TWO-WAY 
SHARED-USE 

TRAIL

SOUTHBOUND

Map of the Preferred Alternative

NORTHBOUND


