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The East Side Highway (ESH)
Environmental
Assessment
(EA)
is a transportation planning study
administered by the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), the Illinois
Department
of
Transportation
(IDOT), and McLean County. The
purpose of the study is to evaluate a
transportation improvement east of
Bloomington-Normal between I-74
and I-55. The improvement will meet
the local transportation needs of the
continued growth on the east side of
the Bloomington-Normal metropolitan
area, and will also serve regional travel.
Over the course of the study, over 125
alternatives have been developed and
evaluated. The alternatives were screened
during the alternative evaluation process,
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and the remaining alternatives are shown
on Page 3 of this newsletter.
In addition to a map of the remaining
alternatives, this newsletter contains
updates of recent project activities,
and identifies next steps in the study
process. The newsletter is a way to
keep stakeholders informed of the
project’s progress. Newsletters are sent
periodically throughout the project;
for more detailed and up-to-date
information please visit the project
website at www.eastsidehighway.com.
If you do not have access to the internet
and would like additional project
information discussed in the newsletter,
please call (217) 373-8901.

Environmental Resources Corner
State biologists conducted stream surveys
in the project area over the summer.
One specimen of a state-threatened
slippershell freshwater mussel species,
Alasmindota viridis, was
identified in Money Creek
upstream of the ESH
alignments. The ESH will
not affect this area of Money
Creek, and no protected
mussels were identified
in the other project area
streams.
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Historic resources identified near the
ESH include Duncan Manor and US
Route 66, located near I-55 at the north
end of the project:
Duncan Manor is an Italianate mansion
listed on the National Register of

Historic Places (National Register)
for its significance in architecture and
agriculture. The home’s builder and
original owner, William Duncan, was a
successful cattle breeder
and the home’s design is
unique to the area. All ESH
alignments avoid physically
impacting Duncan Manor.
US Route 66 is one of the
Nation’s principal east-west
arterials.
Seven Illinois
sections of US Route 66 are listed on
the National Register; however, within
McLean County it is not listed on the
National Register. The remaining ESH
alternatives would cross over Route 66
and the adjacent railroad. Route 66 will
remain open for travel under the ESH.

Public Involvement Update
Since the beginning of the project in 2009, four Public Information Meetings (PIMs) have been held. The fourth PIM was held
in January 2012, where the alternative evaluation process and the remaining alternatives under consideration were presented.
The fifth PIM will be held in the first quarter 2013. You can read more about the PIM #5 on Page 4 of this newsletter.
Advisory groups made up of local citizens play an important role in the public involvement process. In 2012, three Focus
Working Groups (FWGs) were formed. Similar to the Community Working Group (CWG), the role of the FWGs is to advise
the project team. The FWGs consist of volunteers who have an area of expertise or interest in certain topics. There are three
FWGs – Land Use and Access Management, Alternative Modes, and Sustainability. A summary of the work done with the
three groups is discussed below. You can read more about the CWG and FWG meetings on the project website.

Land Use and Access Management FWG
The Land Use and Access Management FWG was formed to identify issues pertaining to existing and future land use and
accessibility. Members include farmers and homeowners, and representatives from government agencies, fire and police
departments, emergency agencies, and businesses. The group has met three times to date. At the first meeting, the members
were asked to brainstorm answers to the question “In what ways do you think an ESH will affect land use and access?”
Based on the brainstorm sessions and ideas presented by the project team, the FWG members discussed topics such as local
mobility, residential access, farm operations and farm vehicle mobility, emergency response access, business development,
and planned growth. The members have provided input on proposed interchange types and locations.

Alternative Modes FWG
The Alternative Modes FWG was formed to determine what kinds of improvements could be recommended as part of
the East Side Highway project to encourage alternative modes of travel (i.e., bicycling, walking, and transit). Providing
infrastructure to support these modes can help to reduce traffic congestion on the local roads and highway system, and
consideration of these modes is required by federal and state law. The FWG met in March 2012, and provided valuable input
regarding bicycling, pedestrian, and transit needs in the project area. Over the summer, the Project Study Group used this
information to develop preliminary ideas to incorporate alternative modes into the East Side Highway project, as well as ideas
for future implementation by the communities. These ideas were presented to the Alternative Modes FWG in November for
their feedback and recommendations.

Sustainability FWG
The Sustainability FWG was established to identify measures to effectively use resources and
minimize impacts on these resources within the project area. The Sustainability FWG includes
representatives of watershed groups, local government, academia, U.S. Geological Survey, and
local citizens. The Sustainability FWG has met twice. The first meeting provided an overview
of the purpose of FWG and explained the Illinois-Livable, and Sustainable Transportation
(ILAST) guide. Participants identified ILAST categories of most interest/concern to them as
they relate to the East Side Highway project. At the second meeting, the FWG discussed the
results of the ILAST review. The ILAST categories important to the group include trees and
plants, wildlife, storm water treatment, alignment location, and design practices to protect
water quality.

Proposed BMP
Design Concepts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural Bottom Culverts
Meandering Swales
Filter Strips
Bioswales/Vegetated Swales
Plantings
Median Utilization
Infiltration Basins/
Trenches
Riparian Buffers

The FWG also discussed the Federal Aviation Association (FAA) wildlife hazard limitations, which encompass a 5 mile
radius around the Central Illinois Regional Airport. Airport friendly best management practices (BMPs) will need to
comply with FAA restrictions to protect aircraft. A BMP concept development is in progress which includes eight BMPs and
recommendations of application within the ESH project. In early December, the Sustainability FWG will meet to discuss the
BMP design concepts and recommended applications.
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Map of Alternatives
The map above shows the alternatives remaining under consideration. There are two remaining north-south
alternatives. Both of the alternatives currently have two interchange options at I-55. The alternatives have been refined
since the Public Information Meeting (PIM) #4 held on January 11, 2012. The refinements were made based upon
discussions with the CWG, the FWGs, and continued geometric analysis of the remaining alignments. Refinements
included changes to some interchange types and location. The interchanges provide access to the major east-west
roads. The proposed ESH alternatives are four-lane (two lanes in each direction) freeways with full access control –
similar to an interstate. Visit the project website at www.eastsidehighway.com to view the alternatives on an interactive
map.
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Existing noise levels
near
the
remaining
ESH alternatives will be
measured by monitoring
at key locations. The
existing noise levels are compared with
the traffic noise model developed for the
project so future traffic noise levels are more
accurately predicted.
Noise monitoring is typically conducted
at selected exterior areas of noise-sensitive
land uses (see box below) that people
frequently use. Land uses that are considered
noise-sensitive include residences, hotels,
restaurants, parks, and more. Land uses
considered not sensitive to noise impacts
include agricultural, industrial, and retail.
Noise monitoring is conducted on weekdays
during traffic peak hours, when it is not
raining or snowing, and when wind will not
influence noise levels.
Noise Monitoring Location Examples:
• Backyards of Homes
• Benches, Picnic Tables
• Pools, Bleachers
• Playground Equipment
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Next Steps
The remaining alternatives shown on Page 3 are currently being evaluated in the
Environmental Assessment (EA) Analysis. The No Build Alternative is included
in the EA. The EA Analysis includes detailed measurements of the impacts
resulting from each alternative. The EA considers impacts to agriculture,
community, environmental, noise and historical features. Sustainable features
will be incorporated into the design of the ESH when feasible.
The preliminary results of the EA will be presented at Public Information Meeting
(PIM) #5 which will tentatively be held in the first quarter 2013. The project
team will send out notifications with the date, time, and location of PIM#5 to
everyone on the mailing list. The PIM announcement will also be placed in local
newspapers and on the project website.
Based on the results of the EA Analysis and public input
received after PIM#5, a single Preferred Alternative will be
selected. The Preferred Alternative will be presented to the
State and Federal resource agencies in June 2013. The resource
agencies must unanimously approve the Preferred Alternative.
The EA document will be available for public review in
summer of 2013. The EA document will be written in a reader
friendly format and will include a discussion of the Preferred
Alternative.

