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PUBLIC MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT
A Public Information Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, January 11, 2012, from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Normal
Community High School located at 3900 E.
Raab Road, Normal, Illinois. The purpose
of the meeting is to present the alternative
development and evaluation process to date.
A brief presentation will be given at 6:10 and
7:10. The content at each presentation will
be identical. The presentation will include
an update of the alternative evaluation
process and the alignments that will be
studied in detail in the Environmental
Assessment Analysis. The remainder of the
meeting will be open-house format with
opportunity to browse exhibits. Staff will
be available for discussion and questions.
Information presented will be made available
on the project website following the meeting.
Comments will be taken at the meeting and
by mail, email, or fax after the meeting.
Persons with disability requiring special
accommodations should contact Clark
Dietz at (217)373-8900 to advise of planned
attendance and needed accommodations.
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Environmental Resources Corner
Sustainable design is the practice of implementing measures to both effectively use resources
and minimize impacts on these resources. The regional land use and comprehensive plans
were used as a guide for sensible growth that includes local agriculture and farmland
preservation strategies. Eight sustainability criteria were used to assess alternative alignments
for the ESH. These criteria describe factors affecting land use, stream quality, and bicycle
accessibility. Three of the eight sustainability criteria relate to agriculture:
1.
2.
3.

identifying the amount of farmland outside the 2035 Land Use Plan used for ROW by
an alignment,
area primary agriculture in the 2035 Land Use Plan that exists between a proposed
alignment and the 2035 developed land use boundary, and
farm tracts between the 2035 developed land use boundary and the proposed alignment.

First, each proposed alignment was assessed to determine how much land designated as
“primary agriculture” was used for right of way. Primary agriculture areas are areas best
suited for intensive farming that occurs outside of the Urban Growth Areas identified in
the 2035 Land Use Plan designated by the McLean County Comprehensive Regional Plan.
The second analysis measured the primary agriculture area between the Urban Growth
boundaries of the 2035 Land Use Plan and each alignment. The third analysis alternative
measured the number of farm tracts between the Urban Growth boundaries of the 2035 Land
Use Plan and each proposed alternative. The farmland used and number of farm tracts were
both measured to demonstrate the range of potential land development effects (including
leapfrog development, other unplanned urban growth outside the urban area, and associated
infrastructure extension demand).
Applying an environmentally sustainable approach toward transportation stimulates smart
growth and preserves quality of life for present and future generations.
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The East Side Highway (ESH)
Environmental Assessment (EA) is
approaching its third year of study. The
ESH EA is a transportation planning
study administered by the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), the
Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT) and McLean County. The
purpose of this planning study is to
evaluate a transportation improvement
east of Bloomington-Normal between
I-74 to the south and I-55 to the north.
The EA will consider a new transportation
facility to meet the transportation
needs of the continued growth on the
east side of the Bloomington-Normal
metropolitan area.
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This newsletter contains updates of
recent project activities and identifies
the next steps in the study process. This
newsletter is a way to keep residents,
businesses and anyone with a stake in
the project informed of the project’s
progress. Newsletters will be sent to
stakeholders periodically throughout the
project, but for more detailed and up-todate project information, please visit the
project website at www.eastsidehighway.
com. If you do not have access to the
internet and would like additional project
information discussed in this newsletter,
please call (217) 373-8901.

Public Involvement Update
Early coordination with the public,
or stakeholders, is accomplished by
following the Illinois Department
of Transportation’s (IDOT) Context
Sensitive Solution (CSS) approach to
public involvement. An important
component of CSS is the Community
Working Group (CWG). CWG members
serve as representatives of the public
and advise the project team during
project milestones. Since October 2010,
the project study team has met with the
CWG seven times. The CWG has served
an advisory role during the alternative
evaluation process, which is described
on the next page. The project team will
continue to meet with the CWG for the
remainder of the project. You can read
more about the CWG meetings on the
project website.

The third Public Information Meeting
was held on August 18, 2011. The
purpose of the meeting was to present
the first three steps in the alternative
evaluation process. Public comments
received during and after the meeting
included comments on the proposed
location of the ESH, questions about
the 2035 population and employment
forecasts, and concerns about safety,
noise, and agricultural impacts. All
commenters who include their contact
information receive a letter addressing
their questions. Public input is important
in the ESH project. The project team
considers public input when making
decisions.
All public comments become part of the official
public record and will be published in the EA
document. Comments may also be posted to the
project website; commenter contact information
(address, email, phone number) will be omitted
from the website.

Alternative Evaluation Update
The ESH alternatives are narrowed down through a five-step evaluation process as illustrated in the graphic below. The first
three steps of the process were explained in Newsletter Issue #2 and at the Public Information Meeting held on August 18,
2011. To read more about these steps visit the project website at www.eastsidehighway.com.
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Since the August Public Information Meeting, the project team has been completing step four in the process, called the
Alignment Analysis. The 40 alternatives remaining after the Macro Analysis were included in the Alignment Analysis.
The Alignment Analysis considers the socioeconomic and environmental resource impacts resulting from the remaining
alternatives. Forty-seven resources were considered, including those listed below:
Environmental
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Floodplain
Floodway
Streams
Biologically
significant
streams
Class I streams
Drinking water
– surface water
Wetlands
Special waste
sites
Forested areas
Threatened and
endangered
species

Community and
Economic
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homes
Commercial
buildings
Public facilities/
access change
Parks
Utility crossings
Utility
infrastructure
Sensitive noise
receptors

Agricultural
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cultural

Prime and
•
important
•
farmland
•
Farm
outbuildings
Tract severances
Tracts with
access change
Centennial/
sesquicentennial
farms
Farms otherwise
affected

Historic sites
Cemeteries
Archaeological
sites

Design/Traffic
•
•

•
•

Sustainability

Right-of-way
•
acquisition
Engineering
•
and operation
consideration
of north and
south termini
Area of total
•
pavement
Engineering
constructability
•

•

The screening/elimination process considered the range of impacts for each resource
within 250 foot alignments and assigned a threshold value based upon that range.
Alignments with impacts above the threshold value established for each resource
were eliminated. At the end of the Alignment Analysis, four alternatives remain under
consideration. The alternatives are shown on the opposite page.

•
•
•

Area of new
pavement
Area of farmland
outside of 2035
Land Use Plan
used for right-ofway
Area of primary
agriculture
between
alignment and
2035 Land Use
Plan
Farm tracts
between
alignment and
2035 Land Use
Plan
Amount of rightof-way within
each watershed
Riparian areas
Highly Erodible
Soils
Proximity to
existing bike/ped
networks

Nex t s t e p
The last step, Step 5, in the alternative evaluation process is the Environmental Assessment (EA) Analysis. The EA will
include detailed analyses based on specific measurements of the impacts resulting from each alternative. Per Federal
regulations, the No-Build alternative is carried into the EA. The end result of the EA is the single Preferred Alternative.
The EA will be available for public review in the summer of 2013.
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Map of Alternatives
The map above shows the alternatives remaining after the Alignment Analysis. These alternatives will be carried
forward for detailed evaluation in the Environmental Assessment Analysis. In addition to these alternatives, the NoBuild Alternative will remain under consideration. Visit the project website at www.eastsidehighway.com to view the
alignments on an interactive map.
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