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Project Update
The East Side Highway (ESH) Environmental
Assessment (EA) is entering its second year
of study. The ESH EA is a transportation
planning study administered by the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), the Illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT)
and McLean County. The purpose of this
planning study is to evaluate a transportation
improvement east of Bloomington-Normal
between I-74 and I-55. The EA will consider
a new transportation facility on the east side
of the Bloomington-Normal metropolitan
area. The purpose of the ESH is to improve
local and regional mobility and access to
accommodate the growth forecasted on the
east side of Bloomington-Normal.

Over the course of the last year, much has
been accomplished. This newsletter contains
updates of recent project activities, identifies
the next steps in the study process, and serves
to keep residents, businesses and anyone
interested up to date on project progress.
Newsletters will be sent to stakeholders
periodically throughout the project, but
for more detailed and up-to-date project
information, please visit the project website
at http://eastsidehighway.com/. If you do not
have access to the internet and would like
additional project information discussed in
this newsletter, please call (217) 373-8901.

Public Involvement Update
PUBLIC MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT
A Public Information Meeting will be held
on Thursday, August 18, 2011, from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Normal
Community High School located at 3900 E.
Raab Road, Normal, Illinois. The purpose
of the meeting is to present the alternative
development and evaluation process to date.
A brief presentation will be given at 6:15 and
7:15. The content at each presentation will
be identical. The presentation will include
an update of population and employment
forecasts and an overview of the alternative
evaluation process. The remainder of the
meeting will be open-house format with
opportunity to browse exhibits. Staff will
be available for discussion and questions.
Information presented will be made available
on the project website following the meeting.
Comments will be taken at the meeting, and
by mail, email, or fax after the meeting.
Persons with disabilities requiring special
accommodations should contact Clark Dietz,
Inc. at (217) 373-8900 to advise of planned
attendance and needed accommodations.
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Environmental Studies Update
Continued from page 1

Special Waste
The Illinois State Geological Survey (ISGS) provided a general assessment of sites
within the study area where potential soil or groundwater contamination could occur.
Some additional study may be needed depending upon alternatives being studied.
Biological Resources
The Illinois Natural History Survey (INHS) will conduct field studies of biological
resources in the study area during the second half of 2011. These studies may include
a variety of resources, such as vegetation, streams, and wetlands depending upon the
quality of habitat available.* Two state threatened and endangered species have been
reported within the area; these include the loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus)
and Kirtland’s snake (Clonophis kirtlandii). To date, no biological resources field
surveys have been completed for the project.
The environmental data collection also includes identifying floodplains, high quality
natural areas, soils, traffic noise, agricultural resources, air quality, social, and
economic resources of the region. The environmental information being gathered
will be used to recommend the future alignment of the ESH.
*Vegetation surveys will also identify high quality forest resources, in addition to general land cover throughout the
selected corridor.
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MAP OF
ALTERNATIVES

Early coordination with the public, i.e.
stakeholders, is accomplished by following
the IDOT Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS)
approach to public involvement. CSS is an
interactive public involvement process that
engages stakeholders throughout the project
process. An important component of CSS
is the Community Working Group (CWG).
CWG members serve as representatives
of the public and advise the project team
during project milestones. Since October
2010, the project study team has met with
the CWG six times. Meeting discussions

included current transportation problems,
refining the purpose and need of the project
and developing alternatives. Over the course
of several meetings, the CWG members
developed and refined a range of alternatives
for the ESH. The CWG is serving in
an advisory role during the alternative
evaluation process, which is described on the
next page. The project team will continue to
meet with the CWG for the remainder of the
project. You can read more about the CWG
meetings on the project website.

Environmental Studies Update
Environmental studies of the East Side Highway were initiated
in 2010. The majority of field surveys will occur during the
second half of 2011.
Cultural Resources
In spring 2011 all buildings and structures in the project area
were surveyed to determine if historic or potentially historic
structures exist. These structures are protected by Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act and Section 4(f) of

the Transportation Act of 1966. IDOT identified two structures
in the project area. Duncan Manor on Towanda-Barnes Road
is listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP),
and a single-family home southeast of Towanda was found to
be potentially eligible for inclusion in the NRHP. Archeological
surveys will be completed as the project progresses, but have
not been completed to date.
Continued on page 4

Alternative Development and Evaluation Overview
The range of ESH alternatives, as developed by the public, the
CWG, the project team, and agencies, are being narrowed
down through a five-step process. In addition to the alternatives
developed by the CWG and the project team, the No-Build
Alternative, a Transportation System Management (TSM)/Travel
Demand Management (TDM) alternative, a transit alternative,
and an east-west only alternative are included in the evaluation.

S T E P 1 I N I T IA L SCR EENI NG EVA LUATION

1.

Does this alternative avoid direct impacts to State or Federally
protected areas?

3.

Does the alternative avoid dividing or isolating a neighborhood
or community?

If an alternative did not meet each of the criteria in this screening, it
was eliminated from further study. Approximately 30 alternatives were
eliminated during this level of analysis.

S T E P 3 MACRO ANALYSIS EVALUATION
The Macro Analysis evaluates the impacts of each remaining alternative
on environmental and socio-economic resources, such as prime and
important farmland, homes, floodplains, parks, and business impacts.
All remaining alternative corridors measure 500 feet in width. Resource
impacts for each alternative were compared for alternative elimination.
The alternatives with the highest impacts were eliminated.
Over 40 alternatives were eliminated during the Macro Analysis. A map
of the alternatives remaining after the Macro Analysis is shown on the
opposite page.
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The alternatives remaining after the Initial Screening were evaluated
for consistency with the project’s Purpose & Need. As defined in the
Purpose and Need Statement, the identified needs for the project are:
1.

Accommodate managed growth

2.

Provide improved local and regional mobility and access
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The needs were broken down into specific criteria and each alternative
was evaluated based upon adherence to the criteria. The alternatives
that were least consistent with meeting the criteria were eliminated.
Eight alternatives were eliminated from further study as a result of the
Purpose & Need Evaluation.
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Does the alternative meet the horizontal and vertical clear zone
requirements for the Central Illinois Regional Airport (CIRA)?
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All 120 alternatives were included in the Initial Screening Evaluation.
The three criteria used in this evaluation were:

These alternatives were included based in part on public input. The
first three levels of analysis have been completed, are summarized
below, and will be presented at the next Public Information
Meeting (see back of newsletter for details). Prior to the start of the
screening process, 120 potential alternative combinations existed.
The goal of the five-step process is to identify a single Preferred
Alternative for the project through an Environmental Assessment.
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Step 4 in the alternative evaluation process is the Alignment Analysis.
In this evaluation, the remaining alternatives will be refined and facility
type (freeway, expressway, or arterial) will be established. The Alignment
Analysis criteria are based upon impacts to environmental and socioeconomic resources, similar to the Macro Analysis. However, this
screening will consider additional factors not considered in the Macro
Analysis, such as additional socio-economic impacts, sustainability
measures, and refined traffic operations.
The last step, Step 5, in the alternative evaluation process is the
Environmental Assessment (EA). The EA will include detailed analyses
based on more specific measurement of the impacts resulting from each
alternative. Per Federal regulations, the No-Build alternative is carried
into the EA. The end result of the EA is identification of the single
Preferred Alternative.
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Transportation
Systems Management

Travel Demand
Management

Transportation Systems Management (TSM) strategies are
typically small improvements
to the existing transportation
system, such as the installation
of dedicated turn lanes,
construction of spot geometric
changes, or the adjustment of
signal timing to improve traffic
flow.

Travel Demand Management
(TDM) strategies are policy
changes such as alternative work
times, ride-sharing or bicycle
incentives that are implemented
to influence travel behavior and
spread travel demand across
peak periods and reduce the
demand for single-occupancy
vehicle trips.
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Transit Alternative
The transit alternative consists of
stand-alone transit, pedestrian
and bicycle improvements.
This alternative would connect
the east side to various activity
centers, existing bus routes, and
the Normal multi-modal center
and include improved pedestrian
and bicycle accommodations.

East-West
Alternative
The East-West Alternative consists
of improving only certain east-west
arterials between I-55 and I-74
on the east side of BloomingtonNormal. The improvements were
designed to reduce congestion and
include adding one lane in each
direction. The east-west arterials
included in the alternative are
Route 66, General Electric Road,
Empire Street/IL 9, Ireland Grove
Road, and Route 150.

Map of Alternatives
The map above shows the alternatives remaining after the Macro Analysis Evaluation. These alternatives will be carried forward
for further evaluation. In addition to these alternatives, the No-Build Alternative will remain under consideration.
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